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On July 10-12, the National Assembly debated and approved amendments to the nation's
constitution. The revisions were originally recommended by a congress of the ruling Communist
Party last October. The constitution was approved in a national referendum in 1976. Highlights
of amendments are summarized below. * The government continues to be "socialist," and the
Cuban Communist Party, "the top leading force in society and the state." In the 1976 constitution,
the party was defined as the "Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the working class," but in the revised
constitution, the party is the "organized vanguard of the Cuban nation." * Equal rights before
the law were guaranteed for religious believers. The government is now described as secular, not
atheist. * Cubans are prohibited from holding dual citizenship. Cubans will not be permitted to
change citizenship status if such request is motivated by an attempt to avoid the responsibilities of
citizenship. Next, Cubans can lose their citizenship if found guilty of treason as legally defined, and
not through "arbitrary" procedures. * In the international arena, links with Latin America and the
Caribbean have priority, and references to the Soviet bloc were deleted. One addition to Article 5
was a new reference to the ideas of Jose Marti, Cuba's 19th-century independence hero, now placed
alongside the original "Marxist-Leninist" tag. * Direct secret vote for members of the National
Assembly and provincial assemblies. Under the previous electoral system, voters directly elected
members of municipal assemblies which in turn appointed deputies to the National Assembly and
provincial assemblies. National and provincial assembly members will henceforth be elected for
five-year terms, and municipal assembly members, 2-1/2 years. The National Assembly is to draft
a new electoral code at an extraordinary session scheduled for October. Independent candidates
may be able to run for political office. Cuban President Fidel Castro emphasized that such change
does not mean a multi-party system or the abandonment of socialism. * Local government reforms
described as bringing government closer to the people. One reform ratified the creation of a new
local government body, the People's Council, already established in some neighborhoods. * Under
a new article, number 23, a legal framework was provided for the creation of "mixed enterprises," or
joint ventures comprised of private and state capital. Private investors may be domestic or foreign.
At present, an estimated 60 mixed enterprises are operating, and over 100 are in the process of
formation. * Article 27, which deals with protection of natural resources, was revised to read as
follows: "The State protects the environment and the natural resources of the nation and recognizes
the close relationship between these and a sustainable economic and social development which
can improve human life and ensure the survival, well-being and security of present and future
generations." * Small-scale farmers have the right to sell land to other private sector farmers, if the
government decides not to exercise its purchase option. * Cuban companies and joint ventures were
provided with more autonomy and flexibility to export and import and run their own hard-currency
operations, effectively ending the government's monopoly in foreign trade and currency operations.
* Legal provisions for the president to declare a national state of emergency "in the case of or before
the imminence of attack, natural disasters or catastrophes which by their character, size or type
affect internal order or the security or stability of the state." * Creation of the National Defense
Council, headed by the president, which would run the country in time of war or during a state of
emergency. Defense councils are to be created at the provincial, municipal and neighborhood levels.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 060558
ISSN: 1060-4189

* President Castro now exercises the role of top or supreme decision-maker for all armed forces
institutions, including overall military organization. Prior to the change, these functions were carried
out by military commanders. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba), 07/10/92; Reuter, 06/28/92, 07/11/92,
07/12/92; Associated Press, 07/09/92, 07/10/92, 07/12/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/04/92, 07/12/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 07/11/92, 07/12/92; Notimex, Agencia de Informacion Nacional (Cuba),
07/12/92]
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